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Message from the Principal  

What another great week at the Academy. The high point was having Luke Lennon -Ford the Olympic 

400m runner come in and run an energetic fundraising session with the children. Everyone had a fantastic 

time showing off their fitness skills, the staff were also put through their paces with Mrs Seaward and Mr 

Hockney representing the teaching faculty.  

We are now on Twitter and Facebook and I have been desperately trying to work out how social media 

works, #mraugustusislearning. Our Twitter ôhandleõ is, @StFrancisAcad so despite my deficiencies please 

find us, like us and share our posts about the Academy. One of our first tweets was about our Open Day 

that is happening next Monday and Tuesday, please can everyone share this to get the word out about 

our Open Day.  

I would also like to congratulate our girls football teams. The year 3/4 team played extremely well and 

won their first league fixture against Queensgate.   The Year 5/6 team had a good first outing and played 

very well. We have two more home fixtures next week one on Monday for the Year 3/4 and then one on 

Wednesday for the Year 5/6 team, so please do come and support them.  

Please can I ask that if Parents or Carers who are collecting children from a Key Stage two classroom 

come to the door and not to signal to the teacher from the top gate. We will now no longer allow 

children to be released in this way, this is to ensure that all children are safe at all times.  

Sadly, we bid a fond farewell to Mr Stirrup who has had an incredibly successful secondment to our 

Academy. Both the children and the staff will miss him, however we look forward to Mr Clark returning 

and normal service resuming. We wish Mr Stirrup all the best in his future and thank him for his time here at 

St Francis. 

I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend.  

Mr Augustus  

http://www.stfrancisventnor.co.uk


Cycling/Scootering to school  

Well done to Lilly who had  

the Golden Lock on her bike  

this week !  

 

Update from Kites Class  

This year so far has been an exciting adventure in Kites Class. We 

have been fortunate to eventually welcome a new member, 

Madison, I say eventually because she was supposed to arrive at the 

beginning of September but she didnõt arrive until the end of the 

month! We had almost given up but it was worth the wait.  

In the mornings, as we are a mixed class of Year 5 and Year 6 

children, we go our separate ways for our English and Mathematics 

lessons. Some of our Year 5 pupils are enjoying some exciting work 

with Mr Clark; the others with some of our Year 6 pupils are enjoying 

their work with Mrs Ridett. The rest of our Year 6 pupils are joined by 

the majority of other Year 6 pupils from Kestrels and Buzzards and we 

are working hard to meet the challenging targets for this year ð so 

bring it on!  

As this year has progressed we in Kites have taken part in many extra -

curricular activities. Some of us have learnt to ride a bike (some of us 

knew how to already but we can do it better now!). Our Year 6 

children had an exciting day at UKSA learning to sail. It will be a long 

time before many of us will forget the sight of Mrs Rann and Mrs 

Sparrow (wearing their sporty wet -suits) sailing-off majestically into the 

Solent, before being rounded -up by the rescue boats! We have also 

engaged in Academy events such as the Harvest Festival for parents 

and we are looking forward to celebrating the forthcoming festive 

season this year. All in all it has been a great start to the year.  

Visit from Olympian  
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Sickness  

Please be aware we have had 

several cases of chicken pox 

and hand/foot & mouth this 

week.  

Please remember to send a 

letter of explanation to the 

school office after any absence 

from school, as well as ringing 

the office before 9am.    



Attendance this week  

Academy:  

Wren:             91%   

Kingfisher:      99.13% 

Chaffinch:    90.48% 

Goldfinch:      83.68% 

Egret:             97.83% 

Cormorant:  89.09% 

Heron:       91.25% 

Buzzard:      96.52% 

Kestrel:    87.83% 

Kite:     92%   

  

Whole School:   92.02%  

Upcoming dates  

26th November ñ1pmñ6pm Open Day for New Entrants to 

Reception 2019  

27th November ñ1pmñ6pm Open Day for New Entrants to 

Reception 2019  

14th December ñChristmas Jumper Day  

14th December ð 3-6pm Christmas Fayre  

17th December ñKS1 Christmas Play 9.30am ** revised **  

18th December ñKS1 Christmas Play 1.45pm  ** revised **  

19th December ñKS2 Advent Service 10am at St Catherineõs Church 

20th December ñReception and Kingfisher Class Christmas 

decoration event 1.45pm   ** revised **   

21st December ñChristmas Dinner (Wear Christmas clothes)  

7th January 2019 ñDevelopment Day  

REVISED Development Days  

22nd July & 23rd July  (these replace 23rd April and 3rd June)  

Christmas Services ñRevised Dates  

Due to the popularity of the Christmas events, we are going to have to change the dates a little.  These 
are the new, correct dates for your diaries!  Please see the attached sheet for you to request tickets to 
come along.  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be producing a Christmas Play which will take place on Monday 17th 
December at 9.30am and Tuesday 18th December at 1.45pm.  

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking part in a Christmas  

Advent Service on Wednesday 19th December at  

St Catherineõs Church at 10am.  More details will follow  

shortly.  

Reception and Kingfisher classes will be making Christmas  

decorations on Thursday 20th December  at 1.45pm and their  

parents/guardians will be invited to join their child to make their decorations.   

Football Matches  

A huge positive attitude this week  in that our Year 3&4 team (including two year 2s) beat an established 

Queensgate Primary 2 -1 in our first league fixture!  

With  six of the girls never really playing very much before, it was a superb spectacle of guile, endeavour 

and resilience to get through the game so well.  Both goals achieved from Anna.  However, a special 

mention to Rosie and Isabelle who stepped up from year 2 to play, while Mr Marshallõs player of the 

game was Laiken who was just a machine out there at times despite never playing before.    

Our year 5&6 team faced  Wootton Primary yesterday in the bitter cold, they never gave up and had a 

really enjoyable match, having a great experience along the way. Well done!  



School Uniform  

A reminder that the uniform at St Francis is:  

 Grey trousers/skirt/pinafore  

 White Polo (with logo if possible) Years R, 1, 2  

 White button through shirt/blouse and tie Years 3456  

 School Sweatshirt/Cardigan with logo  

 Grey socks/tights  

 Black School Shoes (not trainers)  

PE Kit is: 

 White Logo T Shirt  

 Navy PE shorts 

 Plimsolls Years R, 1, 2 

 Trainers Years 3, 4, 5, 6  

Hair longer than shoulder length should be tied up at all times 

and hair accessories should be subtle (no big bows please).   

We are proud of our school and its uniform, please help us to 

keep looking smart.  

Booking System for Twilight and Breakfast 

Club from 8th January 2019  

From the 8th January when we return after 

the Christmas break, we will be introducing a 

booking system for Twilight and Breakfast 

Club.  Parents will be able to book and pay 

for the dates they want their child to attend.  

Bookings have to be made by midnight 

before the day required and payment has to 

be made at the time of booking.  The system 

on paying online will remain the same 

through School Money.  

Outstanding debts for Twilight/Breakfast will 

need to be paid for prior to your child being 

booked for new dates.  

We will also be introducing this for school 

dinners in due course.  

If you need a new password for School 

Money, please ask at the school office for 

one to be sent to you.  

We have £997 outstanding in twilight and 

dinner money payments.  

Dinners for Friday 28th September have now been 

put onto the system ñapologies for the delay.  

No nail varnish  

A reminder that children should not be wearing nail 

varnish into school.  Please ensure it is removed prior to 

coming back to school next week.  

Thank you.  

Please remember to label ALL your childõs uniform, PE kit, 

lunch boxes, water bottles, coats, hats and gloves as 

many children have complained they have lost items.  
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